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Promote, support, and conduct biotech and biomedical 

research projects to rapidly transfer innovative results in 
clinical practice with IRCCS ISMETT partner 

Deliver a socio-economic impact in Sicily and south of Italy

TRANSLATE 
R&D TO 
PATIENTS

TRAIN AND DEVELOP 
NEXT GENERATION 
SCIENTISTS

DEVELOP A 
SUSTAINABLE 
MODEL

PROMOTE 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ACHIEVE 
INTERNATIONAL 
RECOGNITION

Ri.MED MissionsRi.MED Founding partners

The Ri.MED Foundation



All rights reservedAll rights reserved

Research, innovation, technology transfer and dissemination are the focus of 

the Italian government’s development policies to make Southern Italy more 
competitive. 

In 1997 UPMC led to the establishment in Palermo of IRCCS ISMETT, one of 
the major organ transplant and high-specialty therapy centers in Europe.

Ten years later, Ri.MED Foundation was established as an international 
partnership between Italian Government, Region of Sicily, Italian National 
Research Council (CNR), University of Pittsburgh, and UPMC.

In 2017, the Ri.MED Foundation entered the governance of IRCCS ISMETT. 

The alliance between Ri.MED, ISMETT and UPMC integrate translational 
research and highly specialized care with the goal to rapidly transfer scientific 
results “from bench to bedside”. That means cutting-edge research to improve 

patient health and economic development of Southern Italy.

Ri.MED Foundation - distinguishing edge



All rights reservedAll rights reserved

CARATTERIZZAZIONE 
BIOMATERIALI

Ri.MED fact sheet at 31.12.2025
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Ri.MED Research – current organization
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Ri.MED Portfolio
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Sicily is the ideal location to maximize the impact in the Mediterranean area

Ri.MED is engaged in recruiting and training highly 
qualified staff and has achieved important results, 
generating intellectual property covered with patents (32 
patents up today), and promoting scientific and public 
engagement events.

Today, Ri.MED has a diversified project portfolio led by a 
multidisciplinary team with clear product development goals 
and a “bench-to-bedside” approach.

At the same time, Ri.MED is building the Ri.MED Research 
Center in Carini, next to the International Airport and the 
city of Palermo. This center, a 25,000 square meter facility, 
will be ready by 2027.
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Ri.MED Research Center: One Health Research in Sicily

Sicily, with a unique genetic and natural heritage, is 
the ideal place to study the interaction between the 
human health and the environment.

GOALS:
✓ Qualify an underdeveloped and risky area
✓ Develop strategic international alliances 
✓ Offer job opportunities for qualified professionals, including top 

researchers and physicians
✓ Nurturing new talents and training the next-generation scientist
✓ Generate IP and create Small Medium Enterprises
✓ Secure public and private funding and investments for scientific 

research
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Ri.MED Research Center: focus on specific organs and their therapeutic areas

The Ri.MED Research Center 

will focus on specific organs and 
their therapeutic areas: 
lungs and respiratory diseases, 

heart and cardiovascular 
diseases, etc., studying the 
relationship between humans 

and their environment in a one-
health perspective. 
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Ri.MED Research Center: integration with Healthcare

The new ISMETT hospital (Mediterranean Institute for 

Transplantation and Highly Specialized Therapies) designed by 
Renzo Piano, will be built next to the Ri.MED Research Center:

❖ 256 beds, including 42 intensive care beds
❖ 14 operating rooms 
❖ 50 rooms for outpatient use

❖ oncology, orthopedic and neuroscience programs, in 
addition to transplantation.

→ creating a unique ecosystem that fully integrates advanced 
research with high-specialty clinical care.

→ set to benefit patients, healthcare systems, and the 
economic growth.

→ catalyst for new international collaboration and scientific 
and industrial cooperation in the Heart of the 
Mediterranean.
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Ri.MED Research Center: ongoing realization – OPENING 2027
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