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Proposer

Open Innovation in Friuli Venezia Giulia - Italy

DESCRIPTION

The Life Sciences Cluster of Friuli-Venezia Giulia is an organization

established by regional law and managed by the Upper Adriatic Technologic

Park aimed at fostering the development of a dynamic and competitive life

science ecosystem in the Italian region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia. The Life

Science Cluster plays a leading role acting as a bridge between the regional

industrial and research sectors by promoting innovation, entrepreneurship,

business opportunities and building relationships between all the actors

involved in the regional life science field.

Field of activity and technology

Life Science, innovation

Area of activity Life Science, MedTech, Innovative therapies, Biotechnology

Life Sciences Cluster of Friuli Venezia Giulia – Upper Adriatic Technology Park Andrea Galvani



3Target investor Innovative companies interested in developing R&D projects and new technologies in collaboration with local life science entities

Open Innovation in Friuli Venezia Giulia - Italy

BUSINESS PROPOSAL

The Life Sciences Cluster of Friuli-Venezia Giulia plays a leading role in

building business opportunities between local industries and research

sectors, promoting innovation and entrepreneurship among over 170

companies, 3 universities, and 5 national/international research

centers in the life sciences sector.

The Cluster supports the regional administration therefore promoting a

series of financing tools aimed to enhance research collaboration and

open innovation between local and international partners.

Following an analysis of the regional life science innovation needs, the

Cluster offers co-innovation and collaborative partnerships to highly

innovative foreign companies for R&D projects with local entities.

The Cluster will support selected companies in establishing projects with the

most suitable local partner and provide a full package of services and

resources including business development and access to public

funding.

Requested investment To be defined case by case
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Proposer Eleonora Vianello

aixelerate: Your trusted AI to accelerate research

DESCRIPTION –

A natural language trusted AI platform that automates 

and accelerates biological data analysis.

Field of activity and technology –

AI-Native Computational Biology Infrastructure

Development stage –

Pre-seed stage

Capital raised –

Internal funding

Area of activity Life Science



6Target investor VC and CVC, Business Angels

aixelerate: Your trusted AI to accelerate research

BUSINESS PROPOSAL

aixelerate s.r.l. provides a trusted AI platform that 

automates and accelerates biological data 

analysis for pharmaceutical R&D departments, 

academic laboratories, and researchers managing 

complex biological datasets. The platform 

delivers AI-generated, human-validated analytical 

pipelines, automates workflows from data upload to 

results and reports, and ensures full data privacy and 

isolation, with no information shared across customers. 

By combining natural-language AI with expert oversight, 

aixelerate reduces analysis time from days to 

minutes and enables research teams to operate faster, 

more securely, and with publication-grade reliability.

Requested investment € 300.000,00
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D E T E C T   E A R L Y,  A C T   E A R L Y 
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Proposer CyNexo is a SME born in 2018. The team, born within Scuola Internazionale Superiore di Studi Avanzati of Trieste, has spent the last

few years working on hardware for scientific laboratories, integration of sensors and software.

Web site: www.cynexo.com | Email: info@cynexo.com | Phone: + 39 04321843913

SniffAble

DESCRIPTION

Field of activity and technology: the industrial context of the SniffAble

project fits into the broader panorama of technological innovation applied to

health, with particular attention to early screening devices and support

systems for the management of chronic and degenerative diseases such as

Alzheimer's and Parkinson's, which represent a rapidly increasing public

health problem due to the aging population. The project responds to these

needs with the development of a highly innovative device that integrates

digitalized olfactory stimulation technologies. This approach exploits the

diagnostic potential of the sense of smell, an often-overlooked sense, but

which is proving to be fundamental for neurocognitive monitoring.

Development stage: the project is currently at TRL 6, which involves

testing the embedded system or prototypes in a relevant environment

.

Capital raised: € 158.374,00 - Booster for life science - “Sostegno a

progetti di validazione di idee e tecnologie innovative che prevedano il

raggiungimento di un TRL 6, 7 o 8” – Cluster Scienze della Vita - PTAA

D E T E C T   E A R L Y,  A C T   E A R L Y 

Area of activity Life Sciences



9Target investor
Industrial partnership for: - medical certification and product industrialization

- distribution network in the in the clinical and pharmaceutical field

BUSINESS PROPOSAL

The project was born from the scientific evidence that the loss of smell is

one of the first signs of neurodegenerative diseases, often present many

years before the appearance of other more recognizable symptoms.

The aim of the project is to develop a device that aims to create a digitalized

olfactory stimulation platform that can be used both for screening of

neurodegenerative diseases, such as Parkinson's and Alzheimer's, and to

combat cognitive decline in the elderly or in patients affected by diseases

already in progress (actual state TRL 6).

Requested investment € 1,5M for product development, patents and certifications, marketing & sales, personel, headquarters expansion

SniffAble
D E T E C T   E A R L Y,  A C T   E A R L Y 

SMELL AS AN ALLY IN THE EARLY DIAGNOSIS

OF NEURODEGENERATIVE DISEASES
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Proposer Emiliano Lepore, Co-founder and CEO

RECORNEA

Description

RECORNEA is a clinical stage medtech ophthalmic company 

developing therapeutic solutions for treating diseases of the eye. 

We are based in Trieste, Italy.

Field of activity and technology
Ophthalmology

Implantable Medical Device

Development stage
Clinical Phase (FIH)

Capital raised
4.6 M€ in non-dilutive funding

1.4 M€ in dilutive funding

®

PIPELINE OF OUR PROPRIETARY TECHNOLOGY

CAUTION: Investigational device. The GROSSO® device is for investigational use only, and not yet available for sale.
Note: for confidential reasons, the picture is not representative of the actual design of the GROSSO® Reshaper.  



12Target investor

BUSINESS PROPOSAL

We have developed the first-ever nitinol cornea implant, the

GROSSO® Reshaper, to treat keratoconus efficiently with predictable

visual outcomes thanks to its curvature similar to the physiological

curvature of the cornea and imposed to the corneal tissues for a

predictable, complete and precise recovery of vision. This device is

currently tested in the First In Human clinical trial.

We started the development of a second minimally invasive device

for the treatment of glaucoma.

Both these two devices are based on the same core technology and

proprietary know-how developed in Recornea. Keratoconus and

glaucoma are both degenerative and progressive eye diseases. Both

have almost no symptoms early on, they are progressive and

degenerative leading to irreversible vision loss.

The Series A round will support the developments of both the

GROSSO® Reshaper to reach the market after CE/FDA certifications

and the glaucoma device to reach the FIH trial.

Requested investment 15 M€ (7.5 M€ committed)

®

PIPELINE OF OUR PROPRIETARY TECHNOLOGY

CAUTION: Investigational device. The GROSSO® device is for investigational use only, and not yet available for sale.
Note: for confidential reasons, the picture is not representative of the actual design of the GROSSO® Reshaper.  

VC

RECORNEA
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Proposer VitalizeDx, Healthtech/Sporttech

DESCRIPTION: VitalizeDx is a HealthTech startup pioneering personalized wellness and

performance solutions through next-generation salivary diagnostics. Founded in Italy (Q4

2023), the company is redefining how individuals and professionals monitor and improve

health—starting from the mouth. VitalizeDx delivers a fully integrated, AI-powered platform for

preventative and performance-oriented care.

Field of activity and technology: BIOTECH/SPORTECH/WELLNESS/MEDTECH

Development stage: Third year of activity (SEED)

Capital raised: €0.5 Milion in non-dilutive European and national grants, In 2025 it was

recognized as the #5 Most Promising Rising Startup in Wellness and Longevity Worldwide by

StartUs Insights, Winner of Sportech Innovation at Rimini Wellness, Winner at Women

Sportech Innovation at ISPO, Top Healthtech company by Global Business Leader

Magazine.

Clients: Professional Basketball (Pallacanestro Trieste, Umana Reyer),

Soccer (Genoa CFC, Lyon Olympique), Individual Athletes (Triathlon, Rowers)



15Target investor SPORTTECH, LONGEVITY, PREVENTATIVE HEALTHCARE

BUSINESS PROPOSAL

Intro: VitalizeDx specializes in the computational intersection of biological-psychological-physical

metadata to build digital health twin’ companions.

Product: Precision Performance from VitalizeDx targets professional and amateur athletes

aiming to monitor and enhance physiological and mental readiness;

Through advanced AI, we intersect biomarker data with personal inputs (e.g., training load, mood,

symptoms) to build a “biodynamic digital twin” of each athlete—a personalized health model

offering real-time, personalized, and actionable insights, increasing physical and psychological

resilience and eventually enhancing winning performance.

Our offering is modular, suitable for teams and single athletes providing essential and actionable

insights to athletes and their coach.

The Precision Performance Profiling not only has a superior accuracy in detecting muscular

injuries (92%) but has unmatched predictive power for predicting physical and psychological

overload (89%).

Market Opportunity: Sporttech sensing technology has a GAGR 14-17% with an addressable

market of 0.5 Billion/year.

Need: We are currently seeking support for expanding our i) Sales department and expand our

Market across all Europe and Oversea and ii) supporting IP creation.

Requested investment 1 Million
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Smart topical treatment for recurring skin ulcers
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Proposer Transactiva Srl is an Italian Biotech R&D innovative SME focused on Plant Molecular Farming: leveraging

higher plants as bioreactors to produce sustainable biopharmaceuticals and bioactives. 20+ years of expertise

in plant and medical biotechnology.

Smart topical treatment for recurring skin ulcers

DESCRIPTION

Smart combined approach for unmet needs in skin wounds:

+ Biologic drug (Highly effective, Specific)

+ Topical delivery (Easy, Less side effects, Suitable for long term use)

+ Plant-based technology (Sustainable, Affordable, Available)

Field of activity and technology
• Plant Molecular Farming: plant-based platforms for biopharmaceuticals

production

• Medical area: skin wound

Development stage
Proof of concept (PoC) completed: 

• upstream production scaled-up;

• downstream process already set;

• pre-regulatory in vitro and in vivo preclinical data available;

• IP protection secured for the productive line.

Capital raised

~500.000,00€ (regional/EU funds) used for R&D and PoC

Logo partecipante:

…

Sostituire il riquadro con una immagine evocativa 
del progetto/opportunità



18Target investor Has knowledge of investments in the biotech / pharma sector; open to be a sponsor or form an SPV; has

connections in key pharma companies with pipelines in the skin wounds area.

Smart topical treatment for recurring skin ulcers

BUSINESS PROPOSAL

Proof of concept was already successfully completed.

Non regulatory pre-clinical data already available.

We need an investor to participate in a Special Purpose Vehicle to

sponsor the regulatory preclinical development stage for FDA

and/or EMA.

Aim: out-license the project to pharma company at higher value.

IP already established for production material.

Sostituire il riquadro con una immagine evocativa 
del progetto/opportunità

Requested investment Foreseen 2-3 Million € to complete the regulatory preclinical phase and maximize the project value for

its out-licensing.

Logo partecipante:

…
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